
 
COMPARATIVE AND GLOBAL SOCIOLOGY 

SOCI 6500 
FALL 2017 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Daniel G. Rodeheaver, Ph.D. 

OFFICE & OFFICE HOURS: Chilton 397E - Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 PM 

TELEPHONE: (940) 565-2285 
COURSE-RELATED 
MESSAGING & E-MAIL: 

Use only the mail system (“messages”) exclusive to the course’s 
Blackboard website (learn.unt.edu). 

CLASSROOM & HOURS: LANG 312– 2:00-4:50 PM 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND READINGS 

Kahn, Hilary E. (ed.) 2014. Framing the Global: Entry Points for Research. Bloomington, ID: Indiana 
University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0253012968 

Lange, Matthew. 2013. Comparative-Historical Methods. Los Angeles, CA: SAGE. ISBN: 9781849206280 

Ragin, Charles. 2014. The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  ISBN-13: 978-0520280038 

Additional readings will either be provided or are available on line. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
A central feature of the contemporary world is the existence of social processes and phenomena that 
are transnational and global in nature. Sociology has gradually come to recognize the importance of 
studying these processes and phenomena and as such is beginning to transcend its traditional focus 
on the nation-state and on social processes located within the bounds of the nation-state. The 
fundamental assumption that underlies this course is the necessity for sociology to become a globally 
focused discipline and to escape the traditional boundaries of the nation-state in its research and 
theorizing (Rodeheaver 2009). With that in mind, this course is a doctoral level introduction to 
theoretical and methodological literature in comparative and global sociology. Also, note that this is the 
core course for the Comparative and Global Sociology concentration for the UNT Sociology doctoral 
program. 

The course considers topics from the three bodies of literature that make up comparative and global 
sociology: 1) comparative-historical sociology, 2) global sociology, and 3) globalization. Accordingly, this 
course is divided into three parts, each part serving as an introduction to theory, methods, and selected 
issues in each of the three areas. Be aware that each of these areas is represented by a vast body of 
literature. Since this is a survey course it is impossible for us to delve deeply into any of these areas. 
As such, the goal is to provide you with an introduction and broad overview of each of these bodies of 
literature and a brief introduction to some of the central questions pursued in each of these areas. 

COURSE GOALS AND OUTCOMES 

Course and Instructional Objectives 

1. To provide the student with a basic familiarity with significant theoretical, methodological, 
and empirical issues in the study of global and comparative sociology; 

2. To introduce students to the most central theories and methodological strategies in and 
generate an appreciation for the critical analysis of global and comparative sociology; 

3. To prepare students for further courses in global and comparative sociology; and, 

4. To increase the student’s awareness and understanding of the society in which we live, the 
social phenomena that we observe, and the world in which we live. 

  



Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Describe the development and nature of comparative and global sociology; 

2. Identify and describe the most important sociological theories in this area of study and 
research; 

3. Identify and describe the most significant methodological issues and strategies in 
comparative and global sociology; 

4. Identify the most important research methods and be able to compare and contrast 
their strengths and weaknesses; and, 

5. Identify and critically discuss at least two contemporary issues or themes in current scholarship 
in each of the areas of comparative and global sociology. 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able: 

1. Critically assess the most important sociological theories in global and comparative 
sociology. 

2. Effectively compose a research proposal or literature review in global and comparative 
sociology. 

3. Effectively critique the most significant methodological strategies in comparative and global 
sociology. 

4. Accurately evaluate at least two contemporary issues or themes in current 
Scholarship in global and comparative sociology. 

Note: Each of the above student learning outcomes must be performed at an appropriate level as stated in the requirements for 
each course assignment. More details will be available on the Blackboard site. 

Methods of Assessment 

1. Outcome 1 will be assessed by weekly papers. 

2. Outcome 2 will be assessed by the research proposal. 

3. Outcome 3 will be assessed by weekly papers and the research proposal. 

4. Outcome 4 will be assessed by weekly papers. 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Albeit this class is a seminar, occasionally some of the classes will be conducted exclusively via the 
Internet (Blackboard). Its focus is on discussion, not lecture. Therefore, you are required to participate 
fully in all activities. You should check the course website on a regular basis (at least twice a week) and 
go on line to see if there are new announcements, updates, messages, postings, discussions, email, 
etc. With the exception of weekends and holidays, I check my course messages regularly and respond 
as quickly as possible. Finally, there are at least three ways in which you may interact with me - and 
other members of the class: 1) in class, 2) through the course's message system, and 2) via discussion 
postings. Except in an emergency, please do not send course-related messages to my UNT email. Use 
the Blackboard message system for this course. Please note that all assignments should be saved and 
sent as *.pdf (and not as *.doc or *.docx files/text documents, for example). 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Weekly Written Assignments (33% of final grade): Throughout the semester, you are required to write 
a weekly synopsis (a short analysis/synthesis) of the assigned readings, outlining the main points or 
themes. Also, you must attempt to incorporate relevant readings from previous weeks, resulting in an 
essay that builds on the theme(s) that you identify during the specific week’s assigned reading. You 
must submit each assignment as an attachment to a message to me as a *.pdf. These are due by the 
beginning of class. 

Discussion/Participation (33% of final grade): Weekly discussions are mandatory and full engagement 
is critical to your (and the course’s) success. The quality of this participation is very important. Your 
participation will be measured in terms of quality (not quantity), regularity and completeness of your 
discussion. Your discussion should be interactive and engaging. 

  



During this course of this semester, each student may be asked to lead a discussion of a series of 
readings. The purpose of this requirement is to give you practice in articulating your understandings 
of particular readings, and to give you practice in sharing your ideas in a public setting. When it is 
your turn to help us lead a discussion, your goal should be to help us discuss issues of importance in 
the particular reading. You may ask questions of your fellow students, make comments, or even ask 
for them for clarification on various aspects of the reading. 

Research Proposal (34% of final grade): The purpose of the research proposal is to identify a 
research question and describe the relevant literature that addresses its specific themes. In other 
words, you will write a theoretically based and driven research proposal that specifically addresses 
some aspect from this area of sociology. Your research topic is due by 5:00 PM on October 20 
(Friday). I must approve all research topics and project formats. The completed project will be due 
December 8 (Friday) by 5:00 PM. 

The research proposal should demonstrate sufficiently your command of the research problem. The 
proposal is limited to 20 pages of text and should include at least 20 scholarly, sociological sources, not 
including those introduced in the course materials and readings. Please note that late projects will not 
be accepted. More details will be posted on the course site. 

COURSE POLICIES 

For this class to be successful, your careful preparation and regular participation is essential. As a way 
to help each of you structure your participation, I will ask each of you to engage in two specific 
activities: a) lead discussions of certain of the readings during the course of the semester, and b) 
participate actively in class activities both on line and in class. Even when it is not your responsibility to 
lead a discussion, your thoughtful and continued participation remains a basic obligation. 

Prompt attendance and participation in all classes is mandatory. If you have problems that affect your 
regular and prompt attendance and participation, it is incumbent on you to discuss them with me. If 
these cannot be resolved effectively, then I may ask you to withdraw from the course. 

You are expected to meet all deadlines for all assignments. You must read all assigned materials prior 
to the start of the class for which these readings are specified. Assignment deadlines listed below to 
which must be strictly adhered. Late assignments may be penalized up to one letter grade per day. 
These are basic obligations of every graduate student. 

No previous background in comparative and global sociology is assumed. However, I do assume that 
you are willing and able to devote the appropriate amount of time necessary to reading, writing and 
careful reflection on what you do both in and out of class. (Normally, I also assume that you will have 
some background in social theory, either at the undergraduate or graduate level (masters students) or 
the graduate level (doctoral students), and that you have had an introduction to social science research 
methods, either at the undergraduate or graduate levels.) 

Please do not use electronic devices (computers, cell phones, iPads, or other tablet computers) – 
without permission - at any time in class. Please keep all devices (cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc.) 
stowed or off your desk for the duration of each class. If you have a disability support related issue, 
please discuss this with me separately. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER* 

 
August 30 WED First day of class 

September 4 MON Labor Day 

October 20 FRI 5:00 PM Research topic due 

November 23 - 26 THU-SUN Thanksgiving Break 

December 8 FRI 5:00 PM Final Projects Due 
*Please refer to UNT's Fall 2017 class schedule for more details. 

 
  



REQUIRED & RECOMMENDED READINGS SCHEDULE* 
 
Week 1 August 30 Course Introduction 
 
No assigned readings for this week. 
 

PART 1: COMPARATIVE-HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY 
 
Week 2 September 6 Comparative-Historical Sociology 
 
Required Readings 

Skocpol, Theda. 1984. pp. 1-21, “Sociology’s Historical Imagination.” in: Theda Skocpol (ed.). Vision 
and Method in Historical Sociology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Skocpol, Theda. 1984. pp. 356-391, “Emerging Agendas and Recurrent Strategies in Historical 
Sociology. in: Theda Skocpol (ed.). Vision and Method in Historical Sociology. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Kiser, Edgar and Michael Hechter. 1991. “The Role of General Theory in Comparative Historical 
Sociology. American Journal of Sociology, 97(1): 1-30. 

Lachmann, Richard. 2013. pp. 1-15, “The Sense of a Beginning.” in: What is Historical Sociology? 
London: Polity. 

Recommended Readings 

Adams, Julia, Elisabeth S. Clemens, and Ann Shola Orloff. “Introduction: Social Theory, Modernity and 
the Three Waves of Historical Sociology. pp. 1-72 in: Remaking Modernity: Politics, History, 
and Sociology. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

Mahoney, James. 2002. “Strategies of Causal Assessment in Comparative Historical Analysis.” pp. 
337-372 in: James Mahoney and Dietrich Rueschemeyer (eds.). Comparative Historical 
Analysis in the Social Sciences. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Week 3 September 13 Comparative-Historical Methods 

Required Readings 

Lange, Matthew. 2013. Chapters 1 – 4 in: Comparative-Historical Methods. (pp.1-85) 

Week 4 September 20 Comparative-Historical Methods 

Required Readings 

Lange, Matthew. 2013. Chapters 5 – 8 in: Comparative-Historical Methods. (pp.86-183) 

Week 5 September 27 Comparative-Historical Methods 

Required Readings 

Ragin, Charles. 2014. Preface, etc. – Chapter 5 in: The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative 
and Quantitative Strategies. (pp. vii-84) 

Week 6 October 4 Comparative-Historical Methods 

Required Readings 

Ragin, Charles. 2014. Chapters 6 – 9 in: The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and 
Quantitative Strategies. (pp. 85-171)  

Week 7 October 11 
Classic Examples: States and Social 
Revolutions; Social Origins of 
Democracies and Dictatorships 

Required Readings 

Moore, Barrington. 1966. pp. 110-155. "The American Civil War: The Last Capitalist Revolution." in: 
The Social Origins of Democracies And Dictatorships. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.   



 

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. pp. 3-43. “Explaining Social Revolutions: Alternatives to Existing Theories.” in: 
States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 

Recommended 

Moore, Barrington. 1966. "The Decay of Imperial China and the Origins of The Communist Variant." 
pp.162-227 in: The Social Origins of Democracies And Dictatorships. Boston, MA: Beacon 
Press. 

Moore, Barrington. 1966. "The Democratic Route to Modern Society." pp. 413-432 in: The Social 
Origins of Democracies And Dictatorships. Boston, MA: Beacon Press. 

Moore, Barrington. 1966. "The Peasants and Revolution." pp. 453-483 in: The Social Origins of 
Democracies And Dictatorships. Boston, MA: Beacon Press. 

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. “Old Regime States in Crisis.” pp. 47-111 in: States and Social Revolutions: A 
Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. “What Changed and How: A Focus on State Building.” pp. 161-173 in: States 
and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. “Emergence of A Dictatorial Party State in Russia.” pp. 206-235 in: States and 
Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. “The Rise of a Mass Mobilizing Party-State in China.” pp. 236-283 in States and 
Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

PART 2: GLOBAL SOCIOLOGY 

Week 8 October 18 Global Sociology 
 
Required Readings 

Kahn, Hillary E. (Ed.). 2014. Foreward – Chapter 4 in: Framing the Global: Entry Points for Research. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (pp. ix-96) 

 
Week 9 October 25 Global Sociology 
 
Required Readings 

Kahn, Hillary E. (Ed.). 2014. Chapters 5 – 8 in: Framing the Global: Entry Points for Research. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (pp. 97-181) 

 
Week 10 November 1 Global Sociology 
 
Required Readings 

 
Kahn, Hillary E. (Ed.). 2014. Chapters 9 – 11 in: Framing the Global: Entry Points for Research. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (pp. 182-252) 
 
Week 11 November 8 Global Sociology 
 
Required Readings 

Kahn, Hillary E. (Ed.). 2014. Chapters 10 – 14 in: Framing the Global: Entry Points for Research. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (pp. 253-316) 

 
  



 
PART 3: GLOBALIZATION 

 
Week 12 November 15 Space and Culture 
 
Required Readings 

Castells, Manuel. 2000. “The Space of Flows.” pp. 407-459 in: The Rise of the Network Society. 
Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Mattelart, Tristan. 2012. “Audiovisual Piracy, Informal Economy, and Cultural Globalization.” 
International Journal of Communication, 6: 735-750. 

Axford, Barrie. 2013. “Globalization and Space." pp. 69-90 in: Theories of Globalization. Cambridge, 
UK: Polity. 

Axford, Barrie. 2013. “Globalization and Culture.” pp. 91-109 In: Theories of Globalization. Cambridge, 
UK: Polity. 

Recommended Readings 

Achterberg, Peter, Heilbron, Johan, Houtman, Dick, and Stef Aupers. 2011. “A Cultural Globalization of 
Popular Music: American, Dutch, French, and German Popular Music Charts from 1964-1996.” 
Working Paper. Rotterdam: Erasmus University. 

Ghosh, Biswajit. 2011. “Cultural Changes and Challenges in the Era of Globalization: The Case of 
India.” Journal of Developing Societies, 27(2): 153-175. 

Leitao, Nunu Carlos. 2013. “Cultural Globalization and Economic Growth.” Romanian Economic 
Journal, 47: 17-28. 

Nwegbu, Mercy U., Eze, Cyril, and Brendan E. Asogwa. 2011. “Globalization of Cultural Heritage: 
Issues, Impacts, and Inevitable Challenges for Nigeria.” Library Philosophy and Practice. Paper 
674. Available online at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/674. 

 
Week 13 November 22 Globalization and Capitalism 
 
Required Readings 

Geiger, Pedro. 2010. “Capitalism, Internationalism, and Socialism in a Time of Globalization. 
Comparative Civilizations Review, (Spring): 75-90. 

Sassen, Saskia. 2012. “Global Finance and Its Institutional Spaces.” pp. 1-20 in: Oxford Handbook of 
the Sociology of Finance. New York: Oxford. 

Acharya, Upendra. 2013. “Globalization and Hegemony Shift: Are States Merely Agents of Corporate 
Capitalism.” Boston College Law Review, 54: 937-969. 

Nash, Kate. 2013. “Global Capitalism and Human Rights.” Journal of Globalization Studies, 4(1): 63-77. 

Recommended Readings 

Adnan, Shapan. 2011. “Resistance to Accumulation by Dispossession in the Context of Neoliberal 
Capitalism and Globalization: Struggles for Defending and Gaining Land Rights by the Poor 
Peasantry in the Noakhali Chars of Bangladesh.” Paper presented at the Conference on Global 
Land Grabbing, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex. April 6-8, 2010. 

Hosseini, Hamid. 2011. “The Most Recent Crisis of Capitalism: To What Extent Will It Impact the 
Globalization Process of Recent Decades?” Journal of Applied Business and Economics, 
12(3):69-74. 

Sassen, Saskia. 2012. “Expanding the Terrain for Global Capital: When Local Housing Becomes an 
Electronic Instrument.” pp. 74-96 in: Manuel B. Aalbers (ed.). Subprime Cities: The Political 
Economy of Mortgage Markets. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 
  



 
Week 14 November 29 Globalization & Governance 
 
Required Readings 

Sharma, Aradhana. 2006. “Introduction: Rethinking Theories of the State in an Age of Globalization.” 
pp. 1-41 in: Aradhana Sharma and Akhil Gupta (eds.). The Anthropology of the State: A 
Reader. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Rodeheaver, D.G. 2009. “The Sociopolitical Ecology of a Post-American World.” International Review 
of Modern Sociology 35(2): 231-240. 

Axford, Barrie. 2013. “Globalization and Governance.” pp. 130-150 in: Theories of Globalization. 
Cambridge, UK: Polity. 

Ip, Eric. 2010. “Globalization and the Future of the Law of the Sovereign State.” International Journal of 
Constitutional Law, 8(3): 636-655. 

Obokata, Tom. 2010. “Global Governance and International Migration: A Case Study of Trafficking 
Human Beings.” Refugee Survey Quarterly, 29(1): 120-136. 

Recommended Readings 

Castells, Manuel. 2008. "The New Public Sphere: Global Civil Society, Communication Networks, and 
Global Governance." Annals of American Academy of Political and Social Science, 616: 78-93. 
Chanda, Nayan. 2008. “Runaway Globalization Without Governance.” Global Governance, 14: 
119-125. 

Colatrella, Steven. 2011. “Global Governance and Revolution in the 21st Century: Strikes, Austerity, 
and Political Crisis.” New Politics (Summer): 31-39. 

Gordon, Joy. 2009. "Economic Sanctions And Global Governance." Global Crime, 10(4): 356-367. 
Sassen, Saskia.  2010. “When the City Itself Becomes an Instrument of War.” Theory, Culture, 
and Society, 27(6): 33-50. Oberoi, Roopinder. 2010. “Globalization and Governance: Initiating a 
Break from Bureaucratic Cage.” Think India Quarterly, 10(4): 1-10. 

 
Week 15 December 6 Project Presentations 
*Read the required readings in the order listed above. 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

Student Conferences: I encourage in and out of classroom input and welcome the opportunity to assist 
students. As this is an Internet course, the quickest and most appropriate and efficient means for 
contacting me and privately discussing issues or problems is by e-mail. For purposes of the course, 
please use the mail system found in the Blackboard/Vista site for this course. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating and plagiarism) will not be tolerated at any 
time. Any person suspected of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the policies 
and procedures set forth by the University of North Texas and the Department of Sociology. You will 
find the complete provisions of the code in the student handbook. Please note that I take academic 
dishonesty very seriously and its consequences will be very harsh. For example, plagiarism is one of 
the most serious offenses in the academic world, yet one of the most easily avoided. Plagiarism not 
only includes using material directly lifted from the original sources without properly citing them, but 
also paraphrasing ideas (and materials, etc.) without proper citation. 
 
Disabilities Accommodations: The University of North Texas seeks to provide appropriate academic 
adjustments for all individuals with disabilities. This University will comply with all applicable federal, 
state, and local laws, regulations and guidelines, specifically Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), with respect to providing appropriate academic 
adjustments to afford equal educational opportunity. However, it is the responsibility of the student to 
register with and provide medical verification and academic schedules to Disability Support Services 
(DSS) at the beginning of each semester and no later than the second week of school unless otherwise 
  



determined by the coordinator. You also must contact me in a timely manner to arrange for appropriate 
academic adjustments. Appropriate adjustments and auxiliary aid are available for persons with 
disabilities. Call 565-2456 (TDD access 1-800-735-2989). 
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with 
an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty 
members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours 
to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at:  http://disability.unt.edu/.  You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323. 
 
Finally, I reserve the right to change or make adjustments to this syllabus as I see fit. 


